
                             
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                     Melody Raef      
 

WELCOME                              Barbara Lore                
                                   

MOMENT FOR REFLECTION   Take My Life  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                          Inspired by Psalm 99         

Leader: The Lord be with you! 
PEOPLE: And also with you. 

Leader: You area the Lord; let the peoples tremble!     

PEOPLE: You are exalted over all the peoples, we praise you. You indeed are holy!  
Leader: Lover of justice you have established equity. 

PEOPLE: O Lord our God, we will extol you and worship at your footstool.   
ALL: Let us worship God!   

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison)                      from When We Gather 

All of our lives are full of your mercy, O God; wherever we turn you are sure to be 

there. If we are found in the depths of depression, you lift up our spirits with the 
hope of new life. When we bound to the heights of ecstasy, you rejoice with us and 

make our feet light. You surround us with your Spirit who knows our needs before we 
announce them. We give you all praise, O God of all life. Amen. 

 
Let us listen to this hymn one time through as we prepare to sing 

*HYMN OF PRAISE #263    Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)                     from When We Gather  

Merciful God, lover of justice, distinctions become blurred when we are called on 
to serve you. We have been taught that to serve you is to obey you. At times fidelity 

to others gets in our way. Societal pressures appeal to that sense of security that 

speaks to our welfare. Mores and customs become mandates; higher loyalties are put 
aside. We confess our mixed allegiance. 

Have mercy upon us as we face obligations, and reclaim us from error when we 
obey not your will. 

 

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

*RESPONSE TO GOD’S FORGIVING LOVE #579      Gloria Patri 
 

 

*THE PEACE The peace of Christ be with you … And also with you. 

 
CELEBRATION OF COMMUNITY   

While we “Pass the Peace” please consider filling out a “Welcome to our Church Family” card. 
Drop your card in the offering plate. 

 
TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN                   Rev. Stephen L Hodges             

Children in kindergarten and younger may go to the nursery 

 
READING from the OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 33:12-23                              (Pew p.70) 
 

READING from the GOSPELS   Matthew 22:15-22                           (Pew p.804) 
            

INTERLUDE                                          O Lord I Pray                       Melody Raef & Choir 

 
SERMON                Rev. Walter Nelson Hodges, Jr. 

 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #361   How Firm a Foundation     
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional)          Hymnal, p. 14  
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY                                                                    

SILENT PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

WE OFFER OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD   
OFFERTORY  

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE (#592) Doxology  
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                                                         

 

* CHARGE & BLESSING                                                                                
 

* HYMN OF SENDING #391   Take My Life 
*All who are able are invited to stand 

 

Jesus asked, “Why are you putting me to the test?” 
Matthew 22:18 
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