
 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT READING AND LIGHTING OF CANDLE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP      Phil Whyte, (based on Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11) 

Leader: We come to worship Christ!             

People: Who proclaims good news to the poor, binds up the 

brokenhearted, frees the prisoner and comforts those who mourn. 

Leader: We come to worship Christ! 

People: Who bestows a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of 

joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit 

of despair.                                                                

Leader: We come to worship Christ!                  

People: Who rebuilds ancient ruins and restores broken places.  

All: We come to worship Christ!   

SONG OF PRAISE    #31   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King. 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners 

reconciled!” Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of 

the skies; with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in 

Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the 

newborn King!” 

2. Christ by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting 

Lord, late in time behold him come, offspring of the 

virgin’s womb. Veiled in flesh the God-head see; Hailed 

the incarnate Deity, Pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, 

our Immanuel.  

Refrain… 

3. Hail the Heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of 

Righteousness! Light and life to all He brings, risen with 

healing in His wings. Mild He lays His glory by, born that 

we no more may die, born to raise us from the earth, born to 

give us second birth.  

Refrain…                           

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)                    

Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our failure to 

be what you created us to be. You alone know how often we have 

sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in 

forgetting your love. By your loving mercy, help us to live in your 

light and abide in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 

Savior.                                       

Silence is kept. 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare 

to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to 

God. Amen. 

 

FOR CHILDREN      John 1:23 (Easy to Read Version) 

John told them the words of the prophet Isaiah: “I am the voice of 

someone shouting in the desert: ‘Make a straight road ready for the 

Lord.’”  

 

SCRIPTURE    John 1:6-8, 19-28 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came 

as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 

him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.    

19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed 

and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21 And they 

asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 

the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are 

you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say 

about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah 

said. 24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked 

him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor 

Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. 

Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandal.” 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John 

was baptizing. 
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ANTHEM             When Love was Born 

 

SERMON      Rev. Nancy Coleman 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 

third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 

thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

God of our beginning and our end, we confess to you that we live in a 

world that needs your mercy now more than ever. As we desire to 

celebrate joyfully in anticipation of your coming son, we recognize that 

joy does not come as easily to our lips these days. So often we are 

using our lips to cry out for healing in a broken world. Gracious God, 

be mindful of your mercy.  
We pray this day especially for children in places of violence and need, 

who struggle to find happiness and fulfillment, who hunger for love 

and compassion. Gracious God, be mindful of your mercy. 

We pray for worshiping communities of all faiths that seek to heal the 

world, who preach love in the face of hate and welcome the stranger as 

a friend. Gracious God, be mindful of your mercy.     

We pray for those dear to us who struggle with illness, who desire 

comfort in the face of their pain, who wait for healing and peace. 

Gracious God, be mindful of your mercy.      

We pray for those who have lost loved ones recently, who grieve the 

loss of children and parents and other family and friends, who find the 

holidays a difficult time where joy is hard to find. Gracious God, be 

mindful of your mercy.          

We trust that you are a God of righteousness, mercy, and steadfast love. 

We hope for the day when you will wipe away every tear, and death 

and pain will be no more. Until that day comes, be mindful of your 

mercy and forget not your children. This we pray in the name of Jesus, 

praying as he taught us, saying… 

LORD’S PRAYER 

OFFERING        

Opportunities are Easytithe https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/pfpc  

C&F Bank for PFPC and mail to P.O. Box 239 

*5¢ a Meal can be offered both using Easy Tithe or a separate check 

sent to the church.  

 

SONG OF RESPONSE    #28   Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
 

1.    Good Christian friends, rejoice, With heart and soul and voice; 

Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 

Ox and ass before Him bow; And He is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

2.    Good Christian friends, rejoice, With heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened heaven’s door, And we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

3.    Good Christian friends, rejoice, With heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all, To gain His everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
Go in peace, to bring Christ’s light and love to a world that is filled 

with fear and darkness. Go with gladness and joy, knowing that Christ 

will surely come to set things straight. And as you go, may the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

People: Peace be with you! 

 

Liturgy by Roger Gench, Presbyterian Outlook 

https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/pfpc

