
CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

A call to confession expresses God’s initiative in calling for repentance and promising forgiveness in 

Christ. (From Book of Common Worship, 2018, p. 56) 

 

The following are from the Book of Common Worship, 2018, pp. 56-57. They may be said just prior to 

leading the congregation in the Prayer of Confession. 

 

1. Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our weakness, since in every respect 

he was tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with boldness approach the throne of 

grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Let us confess our sins 

against God and against our neighbor. 

 

2. All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; yet we are justified by the gift of God’s grace 

through the redemption that is ours in Christ Jesus. Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our 

sin. 

 

3. Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? Our old selves were crucified with him, so that we might be slaves to sin no more. 

Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sins. 

 

4. We have been buried with Christ in baptism, in order that we might be raised to new life with 

him through faith in the power of God. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 

5. When we pass through deep waters or go through times of fiery trial, the Lord our God is with 

us. With confidence in God, our creator and redeemer, let us confess our sin. 

 

6. We come before God not as despised sinners, but as beloved children. With the confidence of 

children of God, let us humbly confess our sin. 

 

7. We are a people born of water and the Spirit. We have made promises to be Christ’s faithful 

disciples, and to show his love to our life’s end. Although we fail to fulfill those baptismal 

vows, God’s faithful love endures forever. Confident of God’s grace, let us confess our sins 

together. 

 

 

It is fine, too, if you want to come up with your own call to confession, even something as simple as: 

“Brothers and sisters, let us confess our sins together.” 

 

 

 


