
Advent 2 

 

During Advent, we open worship with the lighting of the Advent wreath. In the ancient world, various peoples 

lit fires to mark the turning of the light into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church 

has Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these candles are signs of the 

growing light of Christ who is coming again in all fullness into the darkness of our world. We watch and wait 

for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and 

remembering the promises of God in Scripture and prayer.  
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/lighting_the_advent_wreath.pdf 

 

Please use our devotion as part of your Advent spiritual practice this year. Our devotion is Attending to 

Advent: prose, poetry and prayer by Terri McDowell Ott of the Presbyterian Outlook. Rev. Ott invites us 

into the season of advent: “Advent leads us into a time of expectant waiting, a time when our faith can 

find a foothold despite our unsteady world. “This week’s theme focuses on Joseph’s story and asks us to 

reflect on the ways we relate to his story.” 

 

Presbyterian Minute: What do we believe about Joseph? 
Lee Hinson-Hasty, senior director for the Committee on Theological Education (COTE) of the Presbyterian Church wrote 

an interesting post that offers Presbyterian insights on Joseph. He describes Joseph as a “righteous person- one who 

kept God’s commandments and was faithful to the Torah, God’s law. Hinson-Hasty reminds us that Jewish 

tradition of that time viewed Mary as Joseph’s wife, even before he became her husband. When Joseph learns 

that Mary is pregnant, he knows that there is clear instruction in his faith tradition: to either turn her out or even 

put her to death. But Joseph is also a dreamer. In his dream, he hears a divine voice offering a new and even 

more faithful way- to take Mary as his wife because she is to bear the child of the God given by the Holy Spirit. 

Righteous Joseph adds a dimension to his righteousness and faith when he makes this decision… he becomes 

compassionate. Joseph decides to take Mary as his wife anyway. That decision happens, as Joseph woke 
up from a dream and did as the divine voice of the angel instructed.   As a result, Joseph becomes a key 
link in the chain bridge of the Christmas story. He links “old and new, between past and present. … 
Everything in the drama of Jesus Christ that will unfold hinges upon this one man and his righteousness in 

this moment.” https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/what-about-joseph/ 

Prayer for the second week in Advent:  
God of flood and fire, you blaze a path for us in the wilderness and lead us through the depths in safety. Pour out the 
consuming power of your Spirit. Wash over us with truth and righteousness and fan the flames of justice as we wait for 

the coming of Jesus Christ our Savior, living water and light of the world.        Book of Common Worship, PCUSA,   

https://bookoforder.info/Book-of-Common-Worship.pdf 

 

Scripture texts for this Sunday: Enrich your worship participation by reflecting on the texts before Sunday. 

Worship Service: 

Isaiah  40:3-5 and Matthew 3:1-12 

Zoom link for Sunday worship: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83805350569?pwd=ZWc2dVhnKzNVb2ZFS045Sjk1cStEQT09 

  

Gentle blessings, Pastor Cindy 
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