
Advent 3-Pastor’s Message 
 

The Presbyterian Mission Agency offers a timely Advent reflection. 
“Living in the Season Society places many expectations on us (and we place expectations on 

ourselves) to create “the best Christmas” by outdoing each other and what we did last year. Avoid 

becoming exhausted by deciding early in the season what will be meaningful for you. Then be 

intentional about choices throughout the season.  

- Be Intentional: If you feel called to celebrate differently this year, talk with loved ones and 

explain why you have made the switch. Be gentle in your explanations and invite others to 

journey with you through the process. We need God and the people around us to assist on the 

journey.  

- Pray and Renew: Holidays can be a great time to teach, learn and write new prayers. 

Encourage visitors to pray and give thanks. Consider your family’s everyday prayer life, too. 

Rotate who prays before each meal from person to person, year to year, so everyone has an 

opportunity to pray.  

- Share the Work: The holidays are times of sharing, so encourage everyone to help with 

preparation. Decide as a family how you want to celebrate; let go of nonessentials to make 

room for more quality time. Invite others to contribute a dish, table decoration, prayer or 

other contribution, creating a table filled with the gifts of friends and family.  

- Slow Down, Make It Memorable: When we get caught up in shopping and preparations, it is 

easy to forget about Christ. Relax. Savor both the season and Christmas Day. Christmas is a 

holy day and the focus should be on God, not on materialism.  

- Share Traditional Stories: Share your heritage through stories. Encourage questions and 

dialogue about holiday traditions past and present. Discuss the origin of traditions as you 

engage in them. Retell the story of the birth of Christ as you set a Nativity scene.  

- Remember: Take time to remember loved ones who have passed on. Recall stories to honor 

each one. If you have experienced a recent loss, allow time to grieve and care for yourself. 

The holidays are particularly difficult for those who are mourning. Cherish the joys of life 

amidst the bustle of the season. Reach out to those you know are mourning or missing 

someone special this season.  

- Serve Someone: Volunteer at a local shelter, food bank, community center or church. “  

 

Please use our devotion as part of your Advent spiritual practice this year. Our devotion is Attending 

to Advent: prose, poetry and prayer by Terri McDowell Ott of the Presbyterian Outlook. Rev. Ott 

invites us into the season of advent: “Advent leads us into a time of expectant waiting, a time when 

our faith can find a foothold despite our unsteady world. This week’s theme focuses on the character 

of Herod. Ott asks us to “call the innocent and oppressed to mind and pray for the victims of 

violence.” 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/Just-Living-Advent-Christmas.pdf 

 

Presbyterian Minute: What are the responsibilities of ruling elders? 
We will install 2 elders on Sunday, so it seems appropriate to talk about the Presbyterian 
understanding of ruling elders The Book of Order defines ruling elders and their responsibilities. “As 
there were in Old Testament times, elders for the government of the people, so the New Testament 
church provided persons with particular gifts to share n discernment of God’s Spirit and governance 
of God’s people. Accordingly, congregations should elect persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/Just-Living-Advent-Christmas.pdf


having demonstrated skills in leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling elders are so 
named not because they “lord it over” the congregation, but because they are chosen by the 
congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to strengthen and nurture 
its faith and life. Ruling elders, together with ministers of the Word and Sacrament, exercise 
leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a 
congregation as well as the whole church, including ecumenical relationships.”  

                                                                                                                                            
Book of Order G-2.03 

 
Prayer for the third week in Advent:  
Almighty God, you have made us and all things to serve you, now prepare the world for your rule. 
Come quickly to save us, so that wars and violence shall end, and your children may live in peace, 
honoring one another with justice and love; through Jesus Christ, who lives in power with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.   
                                                                          Book of Common Worship, PCUSA,   

https://bookoforder.info/Book-of-Common-Worship.pdf 
 
Scripture texts for this Sunday: Enrich your worship participation by reflecting on the texts before 
Sunday. 
Worship Service: 
Isaiah  7:10-16 and Luke 2:1-12 
Zoom link for Sunday worship: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83805350569?pwd=ZWc2dVhnKzNVb2ZFS045Sjk1cStEQT09 

  

Gentle blessings, Pastor Cindy 
 

https://bookoforder.info/Book-of-Common-Worship.pdf
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