
Advent 4 

Our worship on the Fourth Sunday of Advent will be enriched by the children and youth presentation of the 
story of the nativity. The medieval Church attributed the first Christmas pageant to St. Francis of Assisi, who 
created the first nativity scene on Christmas Eve 1223. He set up an empty manger inside a cave in Greccio, 
Italy. He placed a live ox and donkey beside the manger. He invited his fellow friars and the townspeople to 
come celebrate Jesus’ birth. Later he told a friend why he created this first nativity scene in his town: “I 
want(ed) to do something that will recall the memory of that Child who was born in Bethlehem, to see with 
bodily eyes the inconveniences of his infancy, how he lay in the manger, and how the ox and ass stood by." 
We join Christians around the world, across centuries, who have celebrated Jesus’ birth through nativity 
pageants.  

 

Please use our devotion as part of your Advent spiritual practice this year. Our devotion is Attending to 

Advent: prose, poetry and prayer by Terri McDowell Ott of the Presbyterian Outlook. Rev. Ott invites us into 

the season of advent: “Advent leads us into a time of expectant waiting, a time when our faith can find a 

foothold despite our unsteady world. This week’s theme focuses on the image of God as child. Ott invites us to 

“meditate on the role of character of children, locating yourself within their stories.” She asks us to consider 

these questions “How do you see yourself as a child of God? How do you not?” 

 

Presbyterian Minute: What do Presbyterians believe about Christmas?                                       

“Presbyterians have not always celebrated Christmas. Separating themselves from the Roman Catholic Church 

practices, Protestant Reformation leaders were generally critical of the existing “feast and saint days” of the 

Catholic Church. The celebration of Christmas became a point of contention among many Protestants. 

Reformation leader Martin Luther permitted the celebration of certain feast days, including Christmas. Other 

reformers, including John Calvin and John Knox, preferred to worship only where specifically commanded in 

the Bible. With the Scottish Reformation, a clear stand against the observance of Christmas was taken by the 

Kirk (church) in 1560 and again in 1566. The debate over religious observance of Christmas was continued in 

the American colonies by both Puritans and Presbyterians. Where the Anglican Church was the official church 

of a colony — especially in the South — Christmas was celebrated. But Christmas was not celebrated in New 

England by the Puritans. Presbyterians did not recognize Christmas wherever they lived. 

 

In the rural areas of the country, Christmas went unnoticed among the Presbyterian settlers. Presbyterian 

Missionary Philip Fithian served as a missionary among the Scots and Scot-Irish Presbyterians in the western 

counties of Virginia. On Dec. 25, 1775, his diary read: “Christmas Morning - Not A Gun is heard - Not a Shout - 

No company or Cabal assembled - To Day is like other Days every Way calm & temperate - People go about 

their daily business with the same readiness, & apply themselves to it with the same Industry.” 
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The debate over Presbyterians and Christmas continued into the 20th Century. During the first half of the 

1900s, the General Assemblies of various Presbyterian denominations caught up with the actual practices of 

many of their congregations. These assemblies finally voted to allow services for Christmas observances, such 

as Christmas Eve. 

 

For example, in 1906, an edition of the Book of Common Worship put forth by the Presbyterian Church of the 

United States of America (then recently reunited with two-thirds of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church) was 

authorized by the General Assembly. Although the Church stressed that the use of this book was strictly 

voluntary and not officially recommended, it had far-reaching effects. As an official publication of the 

denomination, it contained prayers for Good Friday, Easter, Advent and Christmas. 

The Southern Presbyterian church (Presbyterian Church in the United States) adopted the Book of Common 

Worship in 1932 with that edition’s prayers, church year and implicit recognition of Christmas.” 

Presbyterian Heritage Center, Montreat NC  https://phcmontreat.org/Exhibit-Christmas.html 

 

Prayer for the fourth week in Advent:  
God of grace, your eternal Word took flesh among us when Mary placed her life at the service of your will. 
Prepare our hearts for his coming again; keep us steadfast in hope and faithful in service, that we may receive 
the coming of his kingdom, for the sake of Jesus Christ the ruler of all, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.       
                                                                                                          Book of Common Worship, PCUSA  
 
 
Scripture texts for this Sunday: Enrich your worship participation by reflecting on the texts before Sunday. 
Worship Service: 
Isaiah  7:10-16 and Luke 2:1-12 
 
Zoom link for Sunday worship: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83805350569?pwd=ZWc2dVhnKzNVb2ZFS045Sjk1cStEQT09 

  

Wishing you a holy Christmas, Pastor Cindy 
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