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Saturday, December 21, 2024

Blue Christmas Service



*Please stand if you are able,
GATHERING MUSIC Melody Raef
WELCOME Rev. Crystal Varner Parker

words are an opening poem

READING by Rev. Sarah Speed

*CALL TO WORSHIP & LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Leader: Friends, in the Advent season, we light the candle of hope.
Tonight, we light it for all who feel hopeless. Tonight, this light shines
bright for prisoners, for patients with chronic illness, for individuals
fighting to get out of debt, for refugees waiting for a safe place to rest,
and for relationships that have no clear way forward. Tonight, we light
this candle for the hopeless.

People: May God's hope find them now.

Leader: In this season, we light the candle of peace.

Tonight, we light the candle of peace again for all who need peace. This
light shines bright for the anxious and unsettied—for those in seasons
of transition and discernment, for all who struggle with mental health,
and for people navigating rocky, new beginnings.

People: May God's hope find them now.

Leader: In this season, we light the candle of joy.

Tonight, we light the candie of joy for all who need it. May this light
shine for those who are overburdened, overstretched, worn out, and
worn down. May this candle shine for those who need a good laugh,
even in seasons of grief.

People: May God's hope find them now,

Leader: In this season, we light the candle of love.

Tonight, we light the candle of love again for all who need it. May this
light shine for loved ones lost, for love that has been betrayed, for love
that has been neglected or forgotten, and for all who long for love and
find themselves lonely

People: Amen.

#9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

*OPENING HYMN {verses 1& 2)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Lamentations 3:19-24;

FIRST LESSON Pew Bible p. 669
SECOND LESSON John 14:25-27; Pew Bible p. 877-878
HOMILY “Feeling Allowed” Rev. Crystal Varner Parker

WRITTEN PRAYER & CANDLE LIGHTING

As the music plays, please write your anonymous prayer.
As you feel led, come forward and place your prayer in the basket. You
may also light a candle, offering your thoughts and feelings up to God.

“Night of Silence”
SPECIAL MUSIC sung by Tom Rallou
PRAYER OF GRATITUDE
*HYMN OF SENDING #36 In the B(lsgfsz”;lf‘;“gg
BENEDICTION
SENDING MUSIC Melody Raef

Worship liturgy and prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC

It is our hope this Blue Christmas Service brought you comfort.

May peace be with you this holiday season.
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