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Sunday, December 22, 2024

Advent Series: Words for the Beginning



*RESPONSE OF PRAISE #592 Doxology

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
*SONG OF SENDING #387 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Melody Raef
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Deepest gratitude to our children and youth for leading us in worship today.
*Please stand if you are able.

PRELUDE Melody Raef
WELCOME Rev. Crystal Varner Parker
*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: In this weary world,

People: we sing of joy.

Leader: In this fragile world,

People: we lift each other up.

Leader: In this beautiful world,

People: we look for God.

Leader: In this tender world,

People: we hold onto hope.

Leader: This is the invitation of faith. So in this time of worship,
may we sing, lift up, look for, and hold onto our with-us God.
People: With hope in our hearts, amen!

Hayden, Trudy, Grady,

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES & Evie VanDyke

*SONG OF PRAISE The Candle of Hope (lyrics on insert)

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God, You paint pictures of what could be, but we declare
those visions impossible. You speak of the lion lying down with the
lamb, but we spout skepticism and uncertainty. You dream of a more
just day, but we poke holes in the plan, unable to fathom that
horizon. Forgive us for losing sight of hope. Forgive us for assuming
that what we see is all there is. Open up our hearts to see the world
as you see it. Open up our hearts to risk hope, to dream dreams,

and to not be afraid of either. With gratitude we pray, amen.

HOPE If WORTH THe RUJK

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Leader: God says,

People: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.

I have called you by name. You are mine.”

Leader: We are forgiven. We are loved. Let it leave you awestruck.
People: Thanks be to God! May we believe it. Amen.

*RESPONSE TO GOD’S FORGIVING LOVE #579 Gloria Patri

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

TIME FOR CHILDREN Christmas Pageant
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST LESSON Matthew 1:18-25; Pew Bible p. 783
SECOND LESSON Luke 1:46-55; Pew Bible p. 832
SERMON "Hope Is Worth The Risk" Rev. Crystal Varner Parker
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe in a God who gives us reason to hope,
a God who fills our nights with stars,

who follows winter with spring,

who dwells with and among us.

We believe that this God has dreams for creation,
dreams of justice like a mighty stream

and swords that will be beaten into plowshares.
Therefore, we push cynicism aside.
We risk vulnerability.

We hold onto hope,

and we declare:

“My soul magnifies the Lord,

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior”
SONG OF RESPONSE #44 O Little Town of Bethlehem
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

WE OFFER OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD

OFFERTORY



