PROVIDENCE FORGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
9310 Townsend Road, Providence Forge, VA 23140 | (804) 966-2079
Office Hours: Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 - 2:00

CHURCH STAFF

Pastor Rev. Crystal Varner Parker
Please contact with all pastoral concerns, prayer requests,

CONNECT WITH US

AND STAY IN THE LOOP

and information about membership

Administrative Assistant Kristel Lamp
Please contact with any news for the insert

@ www.pfpc.org

G @pfpres
@providenceforgechurch
u @providenceforgechurch

or events for the church calendar.
Organist & Choir Director Melody Raef
Sunshine Nursery School Director Cathy Davis
Church Treasurer Paul Robinson

LAST WEEK’S WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

December 21, 2025
Sanctuary: 80 Live Stream: 5

% Pastor Crystal: pastor@pfpc.org
4 Kristel Lamp: office@pfpc.org
To subscribe to our newsletter, please

scan the QR code or go to:
https: //bit.ly/PFPCnews

THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Lay Reader: Martha Martin Daugherty

Elder on Duty: Ruth Hopke

Elder on Duty: Lisa Ballou

Adult Nursery Attendant: Emily Anne Wallace
Nursery available during worship for

LET US KNOW THAT

YOU ARE HERE TODAY

Scan the QR code or go to
https: //bit.ly/PFPCtoday to let
us know that you are here
today, update your contact
information, submit a pastoral
concern, or to get involved

in a ministry of PFPC. -

infants through those not yet in kindergarten

THIS WEEK’S FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS

Monday, Dec 29™: Jane Van Dyke
Wednesday, Dec 31°: Margaret Adamson
Friday, Jan 2% Jamie Gray
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If you are new to PFPC

or new to the Presbyterian

Church (U.S.A.), welcome!

Reformed worship is
centered around the
Word, both the Word

of scripture and Christ
as the Word Incarnate.
In worship we gather
around the Word, engage
with the Word, and
respond to the Word.

In the presence of a holy
God, we turn from
communal praise to
corporate confession,
established on the
promise of God’s grace, is
one of the hallmarks of
the Reformed tradition.
Being aware of the ways
we fall short of God’s best
hopes for us, we turn to
God in prayer, asking for
forgiveness.

Sunday, December 28, 2025
First Sunday After Christmas

We say the words printed in bold together. | # Indicates that we stand as we are able.

Gathering to Worship
Welcome Martha Martin Daugherty
Prelude Melody Raef
Introit “Joy to the World” Choir
% Call to Worship

Leader: Praise God for coming to dwell among us, Immanuel.
People: Praise God for the good news of Jesus,
the pioneer of our salvation.
Leader: Praise God for making us siblings in Christ.
People: Praise God who is present with us still,
lifting us up and carrying us.
Leader: God’s glory shines in heaven and on earth.
People: Praise the Lord!

+ Hymn of Praise #53 What Child Is This

Confessing to God’s Mercy
% Call to Confession
+ Prayer of Confession

Merciful God,

in great love you have claimed us as your children.

We confess that we have not loved you as we should.

We have not participated fully in your purposes and plans;
we grow weary and give up when the way i1s hard.

Forgive us, especially when we fail to protect children so
vulnerable and precious in your sight. Help us to praise you
by living in harmony and peace. Set us free from fear that
we may wholly trust in you. We pray in the name of Jesus
Christ, who shared our flesh and blood. Amen.

% Declaration of Forgiveness



Passing of the Peace is
one of the most ancient
responses in worship.
Let us share this peace
with our neighbors.

This prayer calls

on the Holy Spirit to
empower the reading,
understanding,
Proclaiming, and living
of God’s word. This sense
of utter reliance on the
Spirit is an important
and distinctive mark of
our Reformed tradition.

% Response to God’s Forgiving Love #579 Gloria Patri

+ Passing of the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Proclaiming God’s Word
Time for Children Rev. Crystal Varner Parker

At this time, the young and young at heart are invited to come forward
to the front pew for a conversation around our texts for the week.

Collection for 5 Cents a Meal
These funds support the New Kent Backpack program
Prayer for Illumination

Scripture Lesson Matthew 2:13-23
Pew Bible p. #784, Deep Blue Kids' Bible p. #1070-1071

Leader: The Word of God for the people God.
People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem “Beautiful Star of Bethlehem” Choir

Sermon Rev. Crystal Varner Parker

Sermon Notes

In the Presbyterian
Church (USA), our book
of Confessions has
various creeds and
confessions that help us
to articulate what we
believe. Modestly titled,
the Confession of 1967 is
built around a single
passage of Scripture:

2 Corinthians 5:19

Tithes and offerings
may be left in the offering

Responding to God’s Love

+ Affirmation of Faith Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.27
The one sufficient revelation of God

is Jesus Christ,

the Word of God incarnate,

to whom the Holy Spirit

bears unique and authoritative witness

through the Holy Scriptures,

which are received and obeyed

as the word of God written. Amen.

+ Hymn of Response #29 Go, Tell It on the Mountain

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and for§ive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and

the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

We Offer Ourselves & Our Gifts to God

Offertory #592 Doxology

plate. Those who prefer to Response of Praise

donate electronically
are invited to donate
through the QR code
or on our church
website: https://bit.ly/
PFPCGIVING

Our worship does not
end with the postlude,
but continues as we
Go Into the world,.
We are sent to love
and care for God’s
creation and people.

¢ Prayer of Thanksgiving

Departing to Serve
+ Hymn of Sending #31 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Charge and Benediction

Postlude Melody Raef

Liturgy in today’s worship is from
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1



SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS

We need YOU to help our Sunday mornings run smoothly! Use the QR code,
go to https: /bit.ly/PFPCvolunteer, or call the church office to sign up to help
YOUTH GROUP

The next meeting is January 4th from 5 - 7 pm at PFPC.

SPECIAL THANKS

Thank you to everyone who helped out to make the Christmas season at PFPC
wonderful. We appreciate our children and adult choirs, advent readers, lay readers,
and volunteers who have helped decorate the church.

SESSION

The next meeting will be on January 11" after the worship service.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

Class is from 10 am - 10:45 am every Sunday in the Madeline Carswell classroom.

We welcome new members!

CALENDARS FOR SALE

Calendars are being sold by the youth group. They are S5 each and they are in the
parlor for sale. Please leave S5 in the bank bag and take your calendar. Thank you!
SUPPORT THE PFPC LITTLE FREE PANTRY

The updated food donation list in the Narthex and on the church website. Monetary
donations can be given via check with “Food Pantry” in the memo or on EasyTithe
(https: //bitly/PFPCGIVING).

PRAYER LIST
Family of Paul Gilley; Nick Fudella; Janet Hilliert, friend of Jane VanDyke; Joe
Adams; Laura Rawlings; Steve Keysar; Joelle Shirk, Lisa Ballou's sister-in-law;
Robert Billcheck; Bill Fowler; Grace Wallof, Hal & Jill's granddaughter; Christian
Pinto; Kathy Farmer Harvey; Channing Dawes Bryant; Margaret Langenfeld; John
Dixon; Christian Shirk; Jim Watts; Nicholas Brucker; Susan Flowers

FAMILY & FRIENDS IN THE MILITARY
Megan Smith, Christopher Arkin, Robert Beary, Evin Stovall, Jacob Allen, Brad
Ellington, John Goodell, Brandon Belcher, Hunter Hickman, John Tipton, Ward Gavin




